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Maine Revised Statutes
Title 29-A: MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC

Chapter 5: VEHICLE REGISTRATION

Subchapter 1: REGISTRATION
Article 1: GENERAL REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS

8351. REGISTRATION REQUIRED

The owner of avehicle that is operated or remains on a public way is responsible for registering the
vehicle. [ 1999, c. 68, 81 (NEW.]

1. Failuretoregister. A person who operates avehicle that is not registered in accordance with this
Title, failsto register avehicle or permits a vehicle that is not registered to remain on a public way commits:

A. A traffic infraction for which afine of not more than $50 may be adjudged if the vehicle was
registered and the registration has been expired for more than 30 days but less than 150 days; or
[2013, c. 112, 86 (AWVD).]

B. A Class E crime if the vehicle was not registered or the registration has been expired for 150 days or
more. [ 2001, c. 671, 83 (AMD).]

[ 2013, c. 112, §6 (AVD) .]

1-A. Residentsrequired toregister. Anowner of avehicle who becomes aresident of this State shall
register that vehiclein this State within 30 days of establishing residency. A person who operates or allows a
vehiclethat is not registered in accordance with this subsection to remain on a public way commits:

A. A traffic infraction for which afine of not more than $50 may be adjudged if more than 30 days but
less than 150 days has elapsed since establishing residency; or [ 2005, c. 433, 85 (NEW;
2005, c. 433, 828 (AFF).]

B. A Class E crime if more than 150 days have elapsed since establishing residency. [ 2005, c.
433, 85 (NEW; 2005, c. 433, 828 (AFF).]

[ 2005, c. 433, §5 (AWMD); 2005, c. 433, §28 (AFF) .]

2. Operating a vehicle with an expired registration. The owner or operator of a vehicle stopped by
alaw enforcement officer and having aregistration that has expired within the last 30 days must be issued
awarning, rather than a summons, in aform designated by the Chief of the State Police. This warning must
state that:

A. Within 2 business days, the owner or operator must register the vehicle; [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt.
A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. The renewed registration expires on the same month as the previous registration; and [ 1993, c.
683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

C. Theregistration fee isthe same as for afull year'sregistration. [ 1999, c. 68, 81 (AMD).]

[ 1999, c. 68, §1 (AWD) .]

3. Temporary permit to tow unregistered vehicle. A law enforcement officer, an employee of a
municipal police department designated by the chief, an employee of the sheriff's department designated by
the sheriff, an employee of the State Police designated by the Chief of the State Police or an employee of the
bureau designated by the Secretary of State may issue a permit in writing to allow:
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A. An unregistered motor vehicle to be towed either by aregular service wrecker or by the use of a
towbar or tow dolly; or [ 2001, c. 360, 83 (AMD).]

B. [1995, c. 247, §1 (RP).]

C. Anunregistered trailer or semitrailer with a gross weight of 3,000 pounds or less to be towed, for one
trip only, between the points of origin and destination. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW;
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

A permit issued under this subsection is valid for no more than 3 days, including the date of issuance.
[ 2001, c. 360, 83 (AMD) .]

3-A. Permit to operate unregistered vehicle. Upon stopping a vehicle with aregistration that has been
expired for more than 30 days, alaw enforcement officer may issue a permit to the owner or operator of the
vehicle to operate the vehicle to the owner's residence or to an office of the bureau for the sole purpose of
renewal of the registration by the owner.

[ 1995, c. 247, §2 (NEW .]

4. Duplicateregistration, notification of changein location or status. Duplicate registrations are
provided in accordance with section 1405. A person to whom a registration has been issued must notify the
Secretary of State of a change in location or status in accordance with section 1407.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

5. Expiration of 14-day temporary registration plate. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section,
a person who operates a vehicle with an expired temporary registration plate issued pursuant to section 462
commits:

A. A traffic infraction for which aforfeiture of not more than $50 may be adjudged if the registration has
been expired for lessthan 150 days; or [ 2001, c. 671, 84 (NEW.]

B. A Class E crime if the registration has been expired for 150 daysor more. [ 2001, c¢. 671, 84
(NEW . ]

[ 2001, c. 671, §4 (AVD) .]

6. Improper registration. A traffic infraction for which afine of not less than $200 nor more than
$1,000 may be adjudged if the vehicle is not properly registered. For purposes of this subsection, "not
properly registered” means the vehicleis either registered in amanner that is not reflective of its current
actual use or as atype of vehiclethat it is not as a matter of law, including, but not limited to, a motor vehicle
registered as an antique auto when the vehicleis not an antique auto as defined in section 101, subsection 3.

[ 2013, c. 112, §7 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 247, 8§81,2

(AVD). 1995, c. 454, §2 (AVD). 1995, c. 584, §B4 (AMD). 1999, c. 41,

§1 (AMD). 1999, c. 68, 81 (AMD). 2001, c. 360, 83 (AMD). 2001, c. 361,
§5 (AMD). 2001, c. 671, 8§83,4 (AVD). 2005, c. 433, §5 (AVD). 2005, c.
433, §28 (AFF). 2013, c. 112, §86, 7 (AWD).

§352. MINORS

1. Application for registration. The Secretary of State may not approve the application of aminor for
registration of avehicle unlessthe minor is at least 15 years old and the application is signed by:

| 6 . Generated
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A. A parent or guardian who has the custody of theminor; [ 1995, c¢. 482, Pt. B, 82

(NEW . ]

B. If the minor has no parent or guardian, the minor'semployer; or [ 1995, c. 482, Pt. B, 82
(NEW . ]

C. If the minor is emancipated, the minor. In this case, the application must be accompanied by an
attested copy of the court order of emancipation. [ 1995, c. 482, Pt. B, 82 (NEW.]

[ 1995, c. 482, Pt. B, §2 (RPR .]

2. Suspension. If aperson who has signed the application files with the Secretary of State a notarized
written request that the registration be suspended, the Secretary of State shall, pursuant to chapter 23, suspend
the registration without hearing.

[ 1995, c. 482, Pt. B, 82 (RPR) .]
3. Minor.
[ 1995, c. 482, Pt. B, 82 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8§B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 482, §B2
(RPR) .

8353. MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES

A registration issued by the Armed Forces of the United States in foreign countries for a vehicle owned
by military personnel isvalid for 45 days after the owner has returned to the United States. [ 1993, c.
683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, 8A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF).

8354. OFF-ROAD VEHICLES
Off-road vehicles may not be registered in accordance with this Title. [ 2005, c. 577, 88
(NEW . ]
SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 577, 88 (NEW.

Article 2: CERTIFICATES OF REGISTRATION
8401. APPLICATION

1. Filing of application. Application for vehicle registration may be made by mail or otherwise to the
Secretary of State.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

2. Content of application. An application must contain information requested by the Secretary of State,
including legal name, residence and address of the registrant, current mileage of a motor vehicle, a brief
description of the vehicle, the maker, the vehicle identification number, the year of manufacture, and the type
of motor fuel or motive power and, for trucks, truck tractors and special mobile equipment, the gross weight.
A registrant that is a corporation, trust, limited partnership or other similar entity must provide either afederal
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taxpayer identification number or an identification number issued by the department. An initial application
for registration must be signed by the registrant or the registrant's legal representative. The Secretary of State
shall keep initial applications on file until that registration is terminated.

[ 2015, c. 473, 84 (AVD) .]

3. Issuance of registration. The Secretary of State, on approving the application, shall issue:

A. A registration number or other distinguishing mark; and [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82
(NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. A certificate of registration that contains the name, place of residence and address of the registered
owner. [1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4. Refusal. The Secretary of State may refuse to register the vehicle or to issue a certificate if the
applicant has not provided satisfactory information or if the Secretary of State determines that the type of
vehicle should not be permitted to be on the highways of the State.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

5. File. The Secretary of State shall maintain afile of applications and registrations arranged
alphabetically according to the name of the applicant and numerically according to registration number.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8§B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 482, §B3
(AVMD). 1995, c. 645, §B7 (AMD). 1995, c. 645, §B24 (AFF). 2001, c.
361, §6 (AMD). 2001, c. 361, 8§38 (AFF). RR 2009, c. 2, §81 (COR).
2015, c. 473, §4 (AVD).

8402. INSURANCE REQUIRED PRIOR TO REGISTRATION

1. Insurancerequired. A person may not register a vehicle unless the person satisfies the Secretary of
State that the vehicleis covered by aliability insurance policy.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

2. Method of establishing evidence of insurance. A person establishes insurance by showing the
vehicle insurance identification card as defined by section 1551, subsection 4, aletter from an insurance
company or agent showing that the vehicleis covered by aliability insurance policy, an insurance binder or
an insurance policy that has a summary document that describes the vehicle insured, the name of the insured,
the amount of insurance, the type of insurance coverage and the period for which the vehicle is covered to
either the municipal agent or the bureau. Evidence of insurance may be provided at the time of registration in
electronic form, including the display of an image on a portable electronic device as defined in section 1551,
subsection 11-A.

[ 2013, c. 72, §2 (AVD) .]

3. Alternative methods of establishing evidence of insurance. Anindividual is considered to comply
with subsection 2 if the individual shows evidence of compliance with the provisions of section 1605,
subsection 3, paragraph A, B or C.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

| 8 . . . . Generated
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4. Exceptions. The provisions of this section do not apply to:

A. Government vehicles asidentified in section 517; [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, 82 (NEW;
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. Vehicles owned or controlled by adealer as defined by chapter 9; [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A,
82 (NEW,; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

C. Vehiclesregistered asvehiclesfor hire;or [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993,
c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

D. Trailersand semitrailers. [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt.
B, 85 (AFF).]

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 2013, c. 72, §2
(AND) .

8403. MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSION INSPECTION REQUIREMENT FOR
VEHICLE REGISTRATION
(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 6, §1 (AWD).
1995, c. 49, 81 (RP). 1995, c. 50, §1 (RP). 1995, c. 625, §C4 (RP).

8404. CARRYING OF REGISTRATION

1. Requirement. A certificate of registration, except adealer certificate, must be carried on the person
of the operator or occupant, or kept in some easily accessible place in the vehicle.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 8§85 (AFF) .]

2. Dismissal. A person served with aViolation Summons and Complaint charging aviolation of this
section may have the complaint dismissed if that person shows satisfactory evidence that the vehicle was
registered at the time of the alleged violation. The clerk of the District Court violations bureau must dismiss
the complaint if, prior to the date required for filing an answer to the complaint, the person charged files
with the bureau a copy of the Violation Summons and Complaint together with satisfactory evidence that
the vehicle was registered at the time of the alleged violation. If a person files atimely answer to aViolation
Summons and Complaint alleging a violation of this section and that person presents satisfactory evidence to
the court at the time of trial showing that the vehicle was registered at the time of the alleged violation, the
court must dismiss the complaint.

[ 1999, c. 771, Pt. C, §1 (AVD); 1999, c. 771, Pt. D, 8§81, 2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 1999, c. 771, §Cl
(AVD). 1999, c. 771, §8DL,2 (AFF).
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8405. EXPIRATION DATES

1. Automobile, truck, truck tractor, motor home, moped, semitrailers not exceeding a gr oss vehicle
weight of 2,000 pounds, special mobile equipment, tractor and camp trailer registration. Registration
for an automobile, truck, truck tractor, motor home, moped, semitrailer not exceeding a gross vehicle weight
of 2,000 pounds, special mobile equipment, tractor and camp trailer is as follows.

A. A registration expires on the last day of the month one year from the month of issuance. [ 1993,
c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW,; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. When an application is made after the registration for the previous year has expired, the term of the
renewal begins on the month of the issuance of the previousregistration. [ 1993, c. 683, Pt.
A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 8§85 (AFF).]

C. A person who has afleet of 5 or more motor vehicles may petition the Secretary of State for a
common expiration date of all vehicle registrations. [ 2001, c¢. 671, 85 (AMD).]

[ 2011, c. 167, §1 (AVD); 2011, c. 167, §7 (AFF) .]

2. Other vehicles. All vehicles not governed by subsection 1 have registration periods from March 1st
to the last day of February of the next calendar year.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

3. Early display of plates. A number plate or suitable device furnished for the next registration period
may be displayed on the first day of the month in which the current registration expires.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4. Emergency. The Secretary of State may extend the expiration date of aregistration under emergency
conditions.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW: 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 2001, c. 361, §7
(AVMD). 2001, c. 361, §38 (AFF). 2001, c. 671, §5 (AMD). 2005, c. 577,
§9 (AVD). 2011, c. 167, §1 (AVD). 2011, c. 167, §7 (AFF).

8406. NONTRANSFERABILITY OF CERTIFICATE

A vehicle registration expires on the transfer of ownership except for atransfer to a surviving spouse.
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

1. Return of certificate.
[ 2013, c. 496, 82 (RP) .]
2. I ssuance of new registration.
[ 2013, c. 496, 82 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 2013, c. 496, §2
( ANVD) .
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8407. DEFACED OR MISSING IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS

1. Assignment of special number. When an engine, serial or vehicle identification number has been
omitted, altered, removed or defaced, the Secretary of State shall assign and attach to the vehicle a special
number and maintain arecord of the number.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

2. Violation. A person commits a Class E crimeif that person sells, exchanges, offersto sell or
exchange, transfers or uses a manufacturer's vehicle identification or serial number plate that has been
removed from the vehicle to which it was originally attached.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8B5 (AFF).

8408. VEHICLES REPORTED STOLEN

When the Secretary of State receives an application for registration of avehicle previously reported
as stolen, the Secretary of State shall notify the owner of that vehicle. The Secretary of State may withhold
registration for further investigation. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A, 82 (NEW,; 1993, c. 683,
Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8B5 (AFF).

8409. COLLECTION OF TAXES

1. Collection of tax. The Secretary of State shall act at the time and place of registration on behalf of the
State Tax Assessor to collect the sales or use tax due under Title 36, Part 3 for avehicle or truck camper for
which an origina registration is required.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

2. Documentation; payment of tax. Registration may not be issued, unless in addition to meeting the
other registration requirements of this Title, the applicant has:

A. Submitted a dealer's certificate in aform prescribed by the State Tax Assessor, showing either that:

(1) The salestax due has been collected by the dealer; or

(2) The sale of the vehicle or truck camper isnot subjecttotax; or [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A,
82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

B. Properly signed a use tax certificate in aform prescribed by the State Tax Assessor and:
(1) Paid the amount of tax due; or
(2) Shown that the sale or use of the vehicle or truck camper is not subject totax. [ 1993, c.
683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]
3. Collection fee. Each official shall retain from the use taxes collected a fee of $1.25 for each vehicle
or truck camper, even if a certificate indicates that no use tax is due.
Retained fees must be transmitted to the Treasurer of State and credited to the Highway Fund.
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Taxes collected must be transmitted to the Treasurer of State and credited to the Genera Fund.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4, Forwarding certificates. Certificates submitted pursuant to this section must be sent promptly to the
State Tax Assessor.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

5. Other taxes. A motor vehicle, mobile home, camp trailer or truck camper may not be registered until
the excise tax or personal property tax or real estate tax has been paid in accordance with Title 36, sections
551, 602, 1482 and 1484. The Secretary of State may provide municipal excise tax collectors with a standard
vehicle registration form for the collection of excise tax.

[ 2011, c. 240, §1 (AVD) .]

6. Remedies cumulative. The provisions of this section are in addition to other methods for the
collection of the sales or use tax.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 2011, c. 240, §1
( AND) .

8410. VOLUNTARY SURRENDER OR CANCELLATION

A registrant may voluntarily surrender vehicle registration. The Secretary of State shall record that the
registration has been cancelled. The Secretary of State may require the return of any certificate of registration
or registration plate issued to the registrant for the vehicle. The registrant may activate the registration at any
time prior to the original expiration of the registration. [ 2005, c. 433, 86 (AMD); 2005, c.
433, 8§28 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 482, 8A3 (NEW. 2005, c. 433, 86 (AVD). 2005, c. 433, 828
(AFF) .

8411. MULTI-YEAR FLEET REGISTRATION

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Secretary of State may authorize registrants with 100
or more motor vehicle registrations to participate in a multi-year fleet registration program. Registrants shall
elect acommon expiration date for all vehicles placed in the multi-year fleet registration program. With
permission of the Secretary of State, aregistrant may establish more than onefleet. [ 1995, c. 645,
Pt. B, 88 (NEW; 1995, c. 645, Pt. B, 824 (AFF).]

Motor vehicles registered pursuant to a multi-year fleet registration program may be issued registration
credentials for a period not to exceed 5 years. The Secretary of State shall establish a method for the annual
verification and collection of appropriate registration fees and excise taxes. When municipal excisetax is
required under Title 36, chapter 111, the person registering the motor vehicles shall pay the excise tax directly
to the appropriate municipality. [ 1995, c. 645, Pt. B, 88 (NEW; 1995, c. 645, Pt.

B, 824 (AFF).]
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The Secretary of State may adopt rules for the implementation of a multi-year fleet registration program.
Rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter
II-A. [1995, c. 645, Pt. B, 88 (NEW,; 1995 <c. 645, Pt. B, 824 (AFF).]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1995, c. 645, §BS (NEW. 1995, c. 645, §B24 (AFF).

Article 3: REGISTRATION PLATES
8451. ISSUANCE AND FORM OF REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Authority toissueregistration plates. The Secretary of State shall provide a new general issue
of registration plates periodically as determined by the Legislature. Each new general issue must be easily
distinguishable by color from the preceding general issue.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW: 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

1-A. New general issue. The Secretary of State shall provide for a new general issue of registration
plates and shall begin issuing the new plates no later than July 1, 1999. The Secretary of State shall provide
for the issuance of new plates before December 31, 2000 to al vehicles required to obtain new plates.

[ 1995, c. 645, Pt. C, 81 (NEW,; 1995, c. 645 Pt. C, 816 (AFF) .]

1-B. New dealer plateissue. The Secretary of State shall provide for a new issue of dealer plates and
shall begin issuing the new dealer plates no later than December 31, 2000 to all dealers licensed pursuant to
chapter 9, subchapter I11.

[ 1999, c. 473, Pt. G 81 (AWD) .]

2. Furnishing registration plates. The Secretary of State shall furnish registration plates, without
charge, with each registration except to dealers, manufacturers and holders of transporter registration plates.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

3. Annual registration plates or devices. The Secretary of State shall issue new registration plates
or asuitable devicein lieu of new registration plates each calendar year. The plate or device must clearly
indicate the year or period for which it isissued. The Secretary of State may issue permanent registration
plates designed to provide for renewal by changing the expiration date without issuing new registration plates.
A device attached to the appropriate vehicle or registration plate is proper registration for the period specified.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4. Registration plate design. Registration plates must be designed as follows.

A. Registration plates must bear the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of that year and the word
"Maine" or the abbreviation "Me." in letters of at least 3/4 inch in height centered at the top of the
registration plate. [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW,; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85
(AFF) . ]

B. Except on motorcycle plates, registration plate numbers may not be substantially less than 3 inches
high. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

C. On registration platesissued for private use, the word "V acationland" must be centered at the bottom,
except, when the Secretary of State determines that for other than passenger vehicles, that space may be
used for classidentifiers. [ 1997, c¢. 776, 88 (AMD).]
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D. [1995, c. 645 Pt. C, §2 (AMD); 1995, c. 645 Pt. C, 8§16 (AFF);
T. 29-A, §451, sub-84, 1 D (RP).]

[ 1997, c. 776, §8 (AMVD) .]

4-A. New general issue design. Notwithstanding subsection 4, the design of registration plates issued
pursuant to subsection 1-A is governed by this subsection.

A. Registration plates must bear the year of issue or the last 2 numerals of that year and the word
"Maine" or the abbreviation "ME" in letters of at least 3/4 inch in height centered at the top of the
registration plate. [ 1997, c¢. 311, 81 (NEW.]

B. Except on motorcycle plates, registration numbers may not be substantially less than 3 inches high.
[1997, c. 311, 81 (NEW.]

C. On registration plates issued for private use and trucks, the word "V acationland" must be centered
at the bottom in letters not less than 3/4 inch in height, except, when the Secretary of State determines
that for other than passenger vehicles, that space may be used for classcodes. [ 1997, c¢. 311, 81
(NEW . ]
D. A new registration plate must have:

(1) A green shaded background;

(2) Identification numbers, |etters and the border distinctly black; and

(3) Aniillustration of a chickadee, pineconeand tassel. [ 1997, c¢. 311, 81 (NEW.]

E. The Secretary of State shall devise, with the advice of the joint standing committee of the Legislature
having jurisdiction over transportation matters, a numbering system suitable for anew general issue of
registration plates. [ 1997, c. 311, 81 (NEW.]

[ 1997, c. 311, 81 (NEW .]

5. Special classes of registration plates. A vehicle required to be registered in aspecial class under this
Title may display only the number plates designed for that special class of registration. If a vehicle registered
for hireis disabled due to an accident or mechanical malfunction, another vehicle of the same passenger
capacity may be substituted temporarily. The substitute vehicle is subject to the financial responsibility
requirements in section 1611. Notwithstanding this subsection, the Secretary of State may issue a temporary
credential in lieu of aspecial class of registration plate. The Secretary of State may adopt rules to implement
this subsection. Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are routine technical rules as defined in Title 5,
chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

[ 2003, c. 434, §7 (AMD); 2003, c. 434, 8§37 (AFF) .]

6. Platesto be manufactured at State Prison. The Secretary of State or the duly designated official
in charge of vehicle registration shall purchase and cause to be installed at the State Prison the necessary
equipment and materials for the production of all vehicle registration plates used in the State. Only plates
that can not be produced at the prison and plates for which anticipated demand is below a minimum number
determined by the Secretary of State may be purchased for state use.

The Warden of the State Prison has charge of operations at the State Prison relative to the manufacture of all
plates made for the State. The Warden of the State Prison, with the consent of the Secretary of State, may
employ for limited periods of time a supervisor for the purpose of instructing inmates in the operation of
making such plates.

[ 1995, c. 645, Pt. C, 83 (AVD) .]
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7. Rules. The Secretary of State may adopt rules to protect the integrity of registration plates or provide
for the issue of replacement plates.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8§B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 65, 8§AS6
(AMD). 1995, c. 65, §8A153,Cl5 (AFF). 1995, c. 645, §§Cl-3 (AWD).
1995, c. 645, §Cl6 (AFF). 1997, c. 311, 81 (AMD). 1997, c. 776, §87,8
(AMD). 1999, c. 473, 8GL (AVD). 2001, c. 671, 86 (AVD). 2003, c. 434,
§7 (AVD). 2003, c. 434, 837 (AFF). MRSA T.29A ., 8§451/4/D (AWD).

8452. MANNER OF DISPLAY

1. Position of registration plate. A registration plate must be displayed horizontally. Only one set of
Maine registration plates may be displayed on one vehicle. A registration plate must be attached to the front
and the rear of each vehicle except as follows.

A. A trailer and semitrailer registration plate may be attached only to the rear of that trailer or
semitrailer. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW,; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85
(AFF) . ]

B. A motorcycle registration plate may not be attached to the front of that motorcycle. [ 2005, c.
577, 810 (AMD).]

C. A manufacturer, dealer or transporter registration plate may be attached only to the rear of the vehicle.
[1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

D. A truck tractor registration plate may be attached only to the front of that truck tractor. [ 1993, c.
683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

[ 2005, c. 577, §10 (AMVD) .]

2. Farm trucks. Theregistration plate for afarm truck or vehicle used for hauling forest products may
be attached by means of arigid or semirigid bracket that allows the plate to swing freely.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]
3. Proper display. Registration plates must always be properly displayed.
[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q 82 (AMD); 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, 82 (AFF) .]

4. Plainly visible and legible. Registration plates, including the numbers, letters and words, must
aways be plainly visible and legible.

[ 2003, c. 452, Pt. Q §3 (NEW; 2003, c. 452, Pt. X, §2 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 2003, c. 452, §§8Q,3
(AVD). 2003, c. 452, §X2 (AFF). 2005, c. 577, §10 (AMD).
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8453. VANITY REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Vanity registration plates. The Secretary of State may issue registration plates that contain |etters
or acombination of letters and numbers for automobiles, taxi cabs, limousines, pickup trucks, trucks,
motorcycles, motor homes or semitrailers and camp trailers. The number of characters appearing on aplate
issued under this section may not exceed 7. The Secretary of State may not issue vanity plates for vehicles
registered pursuant to section 504, subsection 2, or section 512, 531 or 532.

[ 2001, c. 34, §1 (AVD) .]

2. Fee. Theannual service fee for avanity registration plate is $25 in addition to the regular motor
vehicle registration fee. The service fee must be credited to the General Highway Fund, except that, beginning
July 1, 2009, $10 of the service fee must be transferred on a quarterly basis by the Treasurer of State to the
TransCap Trust Fund established by Title 30-A, section 6006-G. A sum sufficient to defray the cost of this
program must be allocated annually from the General Highway Fund.

[ 2007, c. 647, 81 (AMD); 2007, c. 647, 88 (AFF) .]
3. Duplicate plates.

[ 2003, c. 434, 837 (AFF); 2003, c. 434, 88 (RP) .]
3-A. Restrictions. The Secretary of State may refuse to issue or may recall a plate issued under this
section that:
A. [2015, c. 206, 82 (RP).]
B. [2015, c. 206, 82 (RP).]
C. Falsely suggests an association with public institutions; [ 2015, c¢. 206, 82 (AMD).]
D. Isduplicative; or [ 2015, c. 206, 82 (AMD).]

E. The Secretary of State finds consists of language that encourages violence or may result in an act of
violence or other unlawful activity because of the content of the language regquested by the registrant.
[2015, c. 206, 82 (NEW.]

[ 2015, c. 206, §2 (AMVD) .]

4, Radio plates.

[ 2013, c. 381, Pt. A 81 (RP) .]

5. Facsimile plates. The Secretary of State may issue afacsimile plate for a 60-day period during
production of the semipermanent plate. The facsimile plate must be attached to the rear plate bracket.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW: 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). RR 1997, c. 1, §26
(COR). 1997, c. 437, §6 (AVD). 1997, c. 776, §89,10 (AWMD). 2001, c.
34, §1 (AVD). 2003, c. 434, §§88,9 (AMD). 2003, c. 434, §37 (AFF).
2007, c. 647, §1 (AMD). 2007, c. 647, §8 (AFF). 2009, c. 435, §1 (AWD).
2013, c. 381, Pt. A §1 (AMD). 2015, c. 206, §2 (AWD).

| 16 . . . Generated
8§454. Commemorative registration plates 10.13.2016



MRS Title 29-A, Chapter 5: VEHICLE REGISTRATION

8454. COMMEMORATIVE REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Commemor ative registration plate authorized. The Secretary of State may authorize a state,
county or municipal government or a subdivision of a state, county or municipal government to design and
sell areflectorized, commemorative, simulated registration plate in celebration of its centennial, bicentennial
or sesquicentennial.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, §5 (AFF) .]

2. Display. A commemorative plate may be displayed to replace the front registration plate on a motor
vehicle, except atruck tractor, including a motor vehicle registered outside this State and operated within it,
from January 1st to December 31st of the year celebrated.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

3. Otherwise prohibited. A commemorative plate may not be sold or displayed except as provided in
this section.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, 8A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF).

8455. ENVIRONMENTAL REGISTRATION PLATES

The Secretary of State shall issue Maine Environmental Trust Fund registration plates beginning April
1, 1994 in accordance with this section. Environmental registration plates are not required for registration
of amotor vehicle but are to allow citizens to participate voluntarily in the Maine Environmental Trust
Fund program. A citizen may apply for environmental registration plates and contribute to the Maine
Environmental Trust Fund as provided in thissection. [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A, 82 (NEW,;
1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

1. Issuance of environmental registration plates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an
application and evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, the registration fee required by
this Title and the contribution to the Maine Environmental Trust Fund provided for in subsection 4, shall
issue aregistration certificate and a set of environmental registration platesto be used in lieu of regular
registration plates. The Secretary of State may issue environmental registration plates to avehicle in any
registration class if the designated registration plate for that class does not preclude its use in conjunction with
the environmental registration plate design. The Secretary of State may issue environmental registration plates
to certain state-owned vehicles in accordance with section 517.

[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A 8§87 (AVMD); 1995 c. 65, Pt. A 8153 (AFF); 1995,
c. 65, Pt. C, 815 (AFF) .]

2. Plate design; optional environmental vanity plates. The Secretary of State, the Commissioner
of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, the Commissioner of Environmental Protection and the
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in consultation with the joint standing committee of the
Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters shall determine the plate design.

The design must accommodate the use of humbers and letters as provided in section 453. Upon request and
as provided by section 453, the Secretary of State shall issue environmental plates that are also vanity plates.
Environmental vanity plates are issued in accordance with this section and section 453. The Secretary of State
may modify class codes and create unique identifiers for the purpose of expanding the program.

[ 2013, c. 496, §3 (AVD) .]
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3. Temporary facsimile plate. The Secretary of State may issue afacsimile plate for temporary use up
to a60-day period until the permanent plateis received. The facsimile plate must be attached to the rear plate
bracket.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4. Initial contribution to Maine Environmental Trust Fund. In addition to the regular motor vehicle
registration fee prescribed by law for the particular class of vehicle registered, the initial contribution for
environmental registration plates is $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as
follows:

A. Fourteen dollars to the Maine Environmental Trust Fund established in Title 12, section 10255;
[2007, c. 703, 82 (NEW.]

B. Five dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 7083,
82 (NEW.]
C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
82 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, §2 (AVD) .]

4-A. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law for the
particular class of vehicle registered, the annual renewal contribution for environmental registration platesis
$15, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Fourteen dollars to the Maine Environmental Trust Fund established in Title 12, section 10255; and
[2007, c. 703, 82 (NEW.]

B. One dollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c¢. 703,
8§82 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, 82 (NEW .]
5. Reimbur sement for production and issuance costs.
[ 2007, c. 703, 82 (RP) .]

5-A. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from
the issuance and renewal of the environmental registration plates to the Treasurer of State for deposit and
crediting pursuant to subsections 4 and 4-A.

[ 2007, c. 703, §2 (NEW .]

6. Proceeds from sale of products using the environmental plate design. All proceeds from the sale
of products using the environmental registration plate design must be deposited with the Treasurer of State
and credited to the Maine Environmental Trust Fund.

[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A §88 (NEW; 1995 c. 65, Pt. A §153 (AFF); 1995,
c. 65, Pt. C 815 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8§B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 65, §§A87,88
(AVMD). 1995, c. 65, §8AL53,Cl5 (AFF). 1995, c. 256, §1 (AMD). 1997,

c. 437, §7 (AMD). 2003, c. 414, §B45 (AVD). 2003, c. 414, §D7 (AFF).
2003, c. 614, §9 (AFF). 2007, c. 703, §2 (AMD). 2011, c. 657, Pt. W §6
(REV). 2013, c. 496, §3 (AWD).
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8456. UNIVERSITY OF MAINE SYSTEM,; SPECIAL REGISTRATION PLATES

1. University of Maine System plate. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and
evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the registration fee required by
section 501 and the administrative fee and voluntary contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue a
registration certificate and a set of University of Maine System registration plates to be used in lieu of regular
registration plates. These plates must bear identification numbers and letters.

[ 1995, c. 645 Pt. A §2 (AVD); 1995 c. 645 Pt. A §18 (AFF) .]

2. Administrative fee and contribution to University of Maine System Scholar ship Fund.
University of Maine System special registration plates are not required for registration of a motor vehicle.
A person may contribute to the University of Maine System Scholarship Fund by applying for the special
registration plates and submitting, in addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee, a sum of $20,
which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Fourteen dollars to the University of Maine System Scholarship Fund established in Title 20-A,
section 10909; [ 2007, c. 703, 83 (AMD).]

B. Five dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs, and [ 2007, c. 703,
8§83 (AVD).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
83 (NEW.]
[ 2007, c. 703, 83 (AMD) .]
3. Design. The Secretary of State shall determine a design for the special University of Maine System
plates. If the design accommodates the use of numbers and letters as provided in section 453, the Secretary

of State shall issue upon request University of Maine System plates that are also vanity plates. University of
Maine System vanity plates are issued in accordance with the provisions of this section and section 453.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4. Not transferable.

[ 1995, c. 65, Pt. A §153 (AFF); 1995, c. 65 Pt. C, §15 (AFF); 1995,
c. 65 Pt. C, 8§82 (RP) .]

5. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for University of Maine System registration plates is $15, which must be deposited with
the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Thirteen dollarsto the University of Maine System Scholarship Fund established in Title 20-A,
section 10909; [ 2007, c. 703, 83 (AMD).]

B. One dollar to the Highway Fund; and [ 2007, c. 703, 83 (AMD).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
83 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, 83 (AMD) .]
6. Reimbur sement for production and issuance costs.

[ 2007, c. 703, §3 (RP) .]
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6-A. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the
issuance and renewal of the University of Maine System registration plates to the Treasurer of State for
deposit and crediting pursuant to subsections 2 and 5.

[ 2007, c. 703, 8§83 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY

1993, c. 683, 8A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8§B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 65, §C2
(AVMD). 1995, c. 65, 88A153,Cl5 (AFF). 1995, c. 645, §A2 (AMD). 1995,
c. 645, §A18 (AFF). 2005, c. 109, §§4,5 (AMD). 2007, c. 703, §3 (AMD).

8456-A. LOBSTER REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Lobster plates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and evidence of payment
of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registration fee required by
section 501 and the contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue aregistration certificate and a set
of lobster special registration plates to be used in lieu of regular registration plates. These plates must bear
identification numbers and letters. The Secretary of State may issue lobster plates to certain state-owned
vehicles in accordance with section 517.

[ 2009, c. 435, §2 (AWD) .]

2. Contribution to L obster Research, Education and Development Fund. In addition to the regular
motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law for the particular class of vehicle registered, the initial
contribution for lobster plates is $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as
follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Lobster Research, Education and Development Fund established in Title 12, section
6465; [ 2007, c. 703, 84 (AMD).]

B. Nine dollarsto the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs, and [ 2007, c. 703,
84 (ANVD).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
84 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, 84 (AMD) .]
3. Design. The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Maine Lobster Marketing Collaborative

under Title 12, section 6455, shall determine a design for the lobster special registration plates. The joint
standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters shall review the final

design prior to manufacture of the plates. The Secretary of State shall issue upon request |obster plates that are

also vanity plates. Lobster plates are issued in accordance with the provisions of this section and section 453.

[ 2013, c. 309, §4 (ANVD) .]

4. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for lobster special registration plates is $15, which must be deposited with the Treasurer
of State and credited asfollows:

A. Ten dollars to the Lobster Research, Education and Development Fund established in Title 12, section
6465; [ 2007, c. 703, 84 (AMD).]

B. Four dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs, and [ 2007, c. 703,
84 (AVD).]
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C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
84 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, §4 (AVD) .]
5. Reimbur sement for production and issuance costs for first 2,000 plates.
[ 2007, c. 703, 84 (RP) .]
6. Reimbursement for production and issuance costs for plates produced after first 2,000 plates.
[ 2007, c. 703, 84 (RP) .]

6-A. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the
issuance and renewal of the lobster registration plates to the Treasurer of State for deposit and crediting
pursuant to subsections 2 and 4.

[ 2007, c. 703, §4 (NEW .]

7. Duplicate plates. The Secretary of State shall issue alobster plate in a 3-number and 3-letter
combination sequence. Vanity plates may not duplicate vanity plates issued in another class of plate.

[ 2001, c. 623, §4 (NEW .]

8. Eligibility; trucks. A lobster registration plate may beissued for:

A. A vehicle that qualifies for a specialty license plate under section 468, subsection 8. [ 2015, c.
473, 85 (AMVD).]

B. [2015, c. 473, §6 (RP).]
[ 2015, c. 473, 8§85, 6 (AWD) .]

9. Date of first issue. The Secretary of State shall issue thefirst lobster plate on or after May 1, 2003.
[ 2001, c. 623, 84 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 623, §4 (NEW. 2007, c. 383, §3 (AVD). 2007, c. 703, §4 (AWD).
2009, c. 435, §2 (AVD). 2011, c. 356, §3 (AVD). 2013, c. 309, §4 (AWD).
2015, c. 473, 8§85, 6 (AMVD).

8456-B. MAINE BLACK BEARS REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Maine Black Bearsplates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and evidence
of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registration fee
required by section 501 and the contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue aregistration certificate
and a set of Maine Black Bears specia registration plates to be used in lieu of regular registration plates.
These plates must bear identification numbers and | etters.

[ 2001, c. 623, §4 (NEW .]

2. Contribution to Maine Black Bears Scholar ship Fund. In addition to the regular motor vehicle
registration fee prescribed by law for the particular class of vehicle registered, theinitial contribution for
Maine Black Bears plates is $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:
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A. Ten dollars to the Maine Black Bears Scholarship Fund established in Title 20-A, section 10971;
[2007, c. 703, 85 (AMD).]

B. Nine dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 703,
8§85 (AVD). ]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
85 (NEW.]
[ 2007, c. 703, 85 (AMD) .]

3. Design. The Secretary of State, in consultation with the alumni association of the University of
Maine, shall determine adesign for the Maine Black Bears specia registration plates. The joint standing
committee of the Legidature having jurisdiction over transportation matters shall review the final design prior
to manufacture of the plates. The Secretary of State shall issue upon request Maine Black Bears plates that are

also vanity plates. Maine Black Bears plates are issued in accordance with the provisions of this section and
section 453.

[ 2001, c. 623, 8§4 (NEW .]

4. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for Maine Black Bears special registration platesis $15, which must be deposited with
the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Maine Black Bears Scholarship Fund established in Title 20-A, section 10971;
[2007, c. 703, 85 (AMD).]

B. Four dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 703,
8§85 (AMD).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
85 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, 85 (AMD) .]
5. Reimbursement for production and issuance costs for first 2,000 plates.

[ 2007, c. 703, 85 (RP) .]

6. Reimbur sement for production and issuance costs for plates produced after first 2,000 plates.

[ 2007, c. 703, §5 (RP) .]

6-A. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the
issuance and renewal of the Maine Black Bears special registration plates to the Treasurer of State for deposit
and crediting pursuant to subsections 2 and 4.

[ 2007, c. 703, §5 (NEW .]

7. Duplicate plates. The Secretary of State shall issue a Maine Black Bears plate in a 3-number and 3-
letter combination sequence. Vanity plates may not duplicate vanity platesissued in another class of plate.

[ 2001, c. 623, §4 (NEW .]

8. Weight limit. A Maine Black Bears plate may beissued for a motor vehicle that does not exceed
10,000 pounds. A motor vehicle that exceeds 6,000 poundsis subject to the feesin section 504.

[ 2007, c. 383, §4 (AWD) .]
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9. Date of first issue. The Secretary of State shall issue the first Maine Black Bears plate on or after
November 1, 2003.

[ 2001, c. 623, §4 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2001, c. 623, 84 (NEW. 2007, c. 383, 84 (AVD). 2007, c. 703, 85 (AWD).

8456-C. SPORTSMAN REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Sportsman registration plates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and evidence
of payment of the registration fee required by section 501 and the excise tax required by Title 36, section
1482, shall issue aregistration certificate and a set of sportsman plates to be used in lieu of regular
registration plates. These plates must bear identification numbers and letters. Vanity plates may not duplicate
vanity plates issued in another class of plate. The Secretary of State shall begin issuing sportsman registration
plates by April 1, 2008. Sportsman vanity plates are issued in accordance with this section and section 453.

[ 2013, c. 496, §4 (AWD) .]

2. Initial registration fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the
initial contribution for the sportsman registration plate is $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of
State and credited as follows:

A. Fourteen dollars to the Boat Launch Facilities Fund established in Title 12, section 10261; [ 2007,
c. 703, 86 (NEW.]

B. Five dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 703,
§6 (NEW.]
C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
§6 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, §6 (AMVD) .]

3. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for sportsman registration plates is $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of
State and credited as follows:

A. Eighteen dollars credited as follows:
(1) Fifty percent to the fish hatchery maintenance fund established in Title 12, section 10252;
(2) Fifteen percent to the Boat Launch Facilities Fund established in Title 12, section 10261,

(3) Ten percent to the Maine Endangered and Nongame Wildlife Fund established in Title 12,
section 10253; and

(4) Twenty-five percent to the landowner relations program in Title 12, section 10108, subsection 4-
A; [2011, c. 576, 87 (AMD).]

B. One dollar to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c¢. 703,
8§86 (NEW.]
C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
§6 (NEW.]

[ 2011, c. 576, §7 (AVD) .]
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4. Issuance. The Secretary of State shall issue a sportsman registration plate in a number or letter
sequence or a combination of a number and |etter sequence.

[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. LLLL, 82 (NEW .]

5. Design and approval. Notwithstanding section 468, subsection 5, the Commissioner of Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife shall submit a new proposed design for the sportsman registration plate every 6 years
for approval or modification by the Secretary of State.

[ 2007, c. 240, Pt. LLLL, §2 (NEW .]

6. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the
issuance and renewal of the sportsman registration plates to the Treasurer of State for deposit and crediting
pursuant to subsections 2 and 3.

[ 2007, c. 703, §6 (ANVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2005, c. 12, §I1144 (NEW. 2005, c. 405, §NL (AMD). 2007, c. 240, Pt.
LLLL, §2 (AMD). 2007, c. 703, §6 (AMD). 2011, c. 576, §7 (AWMD). 2013,
c. 496, §4 (AWD).

8456-D. WE SUPPORT OUR TROOPS REGISTRATION PLATES

The Secretary of State shall issue registration plates, referred to in this section as "We Support Our
Troops plates," to support Maine troops and their families in accordance with this section and section 468,
except that the provisions of section 468, subsection 7 do not apply. [ 2007, c. 703, 87 (RPR).]

1. We Support Our Troops plates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and evidence
of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the registration fee required by section 501
and the administrative fee and contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue aregistration certificate
and a set of We Support Our Troops platesto be used in lieu of regular registration plates. These plates must
bear identification numbers and letters.

[ 2007, c. 703, §7 (RPR) .]

2. Administrative fee and contribution to special programs. A person may contribute funds for the
purposes of providing financial assistance to members of the Maine National Guard and their families or
residents of the State who are members of the Reserves of the Armed Forces of the United States and their
families for emergencies and other special needs by applying for the We Support Our Troops plates and
submitting, in addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee required under section 501, a sum of $20,
which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Maine Military Family Relief Fund as established in Title 37-B, section 158;
[2009, c. 481, 82 (AMD).]

B. Nine dollarsto the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs, and [ 2007, c¢. 703,
87 (RPR).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
87 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 481, 82 (AMD) .]
3. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee required under section 501,

the annual renewal contribution for We Support Our Troops platesis $15, which must be deposited with the
Treasurer of State and credited as follows:
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A. Ten dollars to the Maine Military Family Relief Fund as established in Title 37-B, section 158;
[2009, c. 481, 83 (AMD).]

B. Four dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs, and [ 2007, c. 703,
87 (RPR).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
87 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 481, §3 (AWD) .]

4. Design. A sponsor must submit adesign for the We Support Our Troops plates to the Secretary of
State for approval or modification in accordance with section 468, subsection 5. The design must include the
shape of the boundaries of the State of Maine, with an image of a curled ribbon superimposed over the shape
of the State, with the words "We Support Our Troops' printed along the bottom of the plate. The Secretary of
State shall provide the final design to the joint standing committee of the Legidature having jurisdiction over
transportation matters prior to manufacture of the plates. The Secretary of State shall issue upon request We
Support Our Troops plates that are also vanity plates. We Support Our Troops plates are issued in accordance
with the provisions of this section and section 453.

[ 2007, c. 703, §7 (RPR) .]

5. Duplicate plates prohibited. The Secretary of State shall issue a We Support Our Troops platein a
3-number and 3-letter combination sequence. Vanity plates may not duplicate vanity platesissued in another
class of plate.

[ 2007, c. 703, §7 (RPR) .]

6. Weight limit. A We Support Our Troops plate may be issued for a motor vehicle that does not exceed
10,000 pounds. A motor vehicle that exceeds 6,000 pounds is subject to the fees in section 504.

[ 2007, c. 703, §7 (RPR) .]

7. Administration of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from
the issuance and renewal of the We Support Our Troops platesto the Treasurer of State for deposit and
crediting pursuant to subsections 2 and 3.

The Treasurer of State shall reimburse the sponsor $20,000 of the original payment from the Highway Fund
after the issuance of the first 2,000 registration plates under this section.

[ 2009, c. 481, §4 (AVD) .]

8. We Support Our Troops Advisory Board.

[ 2009, c. 481, §5 (RP) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
RR 2007, c. 1, §13 (COR). 2007, c. 229, §2 (NEW. 2007, c. 456, §3
(NEW. 2007, c. 703, §7 (RPR). 2009, c. 481, §§2-5 (AWD).
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8456-E. BREAST CANCER SUPPORT SERVICES REGISTRATION PLATE

1. Breast cancer support servicesplates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and
evidence of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registration
fee required by section 501 and the contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue aregistration
certificate and a set of breast cancer support services special registration plates to be used in lieu of regular
registration plates. These plates must bear identification numbers and | etters.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

2. Contribution; credit to Breast Cancer Services Special Program Fund. In addition to the regular
motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law for the particular class of vehicle registered, the initial
contribution for the breast cancer support services special registration platesis $20, which must be deposited
with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Breast Cancer Services Special Program Fund, as established in Title 22, section
1408; [ 2007, c. 703, 88 (AMWD).]

B. Nine dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 703,
8§88 (AVD).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
88 (AVD). ]

[ 2007, c. 703, §8 (AMVD) .]

3. Design; review; vanity plates. The Secretary of State, in consultation with the plate sponsor, shall
determine a design for the breast cancer support services specia registration plates. The joint standing
committee of the Legidature having jurisdiction over transportation matters shall review the final design prior
to manufacture of the plates. The Secretary of State shall issue upon request breast cancer support services
special registration plates that are also vanity plates. Breast cancer support services special registration plates
are issued in accordance with the provisions of this section and section 453.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

4. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for breast cancer support services special registration platesis $15, which must be
deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Breast Cancer Services Special Program Fund, as established in Title 22, section
1408; [ 2007, c. 703, 8§89 (AMD).]

B. Four dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 703,
8§89 (AVD).]

C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
8§89 (AMD).]

[ 2007, c. 703, §9 (ANVD) .]

5. Payment for costs associated with the production and issuance of thefirst 2,000 plates. The
sponsor of the breast cancer support services special registration plates shall provide $40,000 to the Secretary
of State for costs associated with the production and issuance of plates. The Secretary of State shall deposit
these funds in the Specialty License Plate Fund, established under section 469. In accordance with section
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468, subsection 3-A, the Secretary of State shall provide 2,000 credit receipts to the sponsor to provide to
each supporter that contributed $20. A credit receipt may be used only to obtain one set of breast cancer
support services special registration plates.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

6. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the
issuance and renewal of the breast cancer support services special registration plates to the Treasurer of State
for deposit and crediting pursuant to subsections 2 and 4.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

7. Duplicate plates. The Secretary of State shall issue breast cancer support services special registration
platesin a 3-number and 3-letter combination sequence. Vanity plates may not duplicate vanity plates issued
in another class of plate.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

8. Weight limit. Breast cancer support services special registration plates may be issued for a motor
vehicle that does not exceed 10,000 pounds. A motor vehicle that exceeds 6,000 pounds is subject to the fees
in section 504.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

9. Date of first issue. The Secretary of State shall issue breast cancer support services special
registration plates on or after October 1, 2008.

[ 2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 547, §2 (NEW. 2007, c. 703, 88, 9 (AMD).

8456-F. AGRICULTURE EDUCATION REGISTRATION PLATE

1. Agriculture education plates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and evidence
of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registration fee
required by section 501, section 504, subsection 1 or section 505 and the contribution provided for in
subsection 2, shall issue aregistration certificate and a set of agriculture education special registration plates
to be used in lieu of regular registration plates. These plates must bear identification numbers and letters. The
Secretary of State may issue agricultural education plates to certain state-owned vehicles in accordance with
section 517.

[ 2009, c. 435, §3 (AVD) .]

2. Contribution; credit to Agriculture Education Plate Fund. In addition to the regular motor vehicle
registration fee prescribed by law for the particular class of vehicle registered, theinitial contribution for
agriculture education platesis $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as
follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Maine Agriculture in the Classroom Council established in Title 5, section 12004-
G, subsection 4-C; [ 2007, c. 703, 810 (NEW.]

B. Nine dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; and [ 2007, c. 703,
810 (NEW.]
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C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
810 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, §10 (NEW .]

3. Design; review; vanity plates. The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Maine Agriculturein
the Classroom Association, shall determine adesign for the agriculture education special registration plates.
Thejoint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over transportation matters shall review
the final design prior to manufacture of the plates. The Secretary of State shall issue upon request agriculture
education plates that are also vanity plates. Agriculture education plates are issued in accordance with the
provisions of this section and section 453.

[ 2007, c. 703, §10 (NEW .]

4. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for agriculture education special registration plates is $15, which must be deposited with
the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Ten dollars to the Maine Agriculture in the Classroom Council established in Title 5, section 12004-
G, subsection 4-C; [ 2007, c. 703, 810 (NEW.]

B. Four dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs, and [ 2007, c. 703,
8§10 (NEW.]
C. Onedollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2007, c. 703,
810 (NEW.]

[ 2007, c. 703, 810 (NEW .]
5. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the

issuance and renewal of the agriculture education registration plates to the Treasurer of State for deposit and
crediting pursuant to subsections 2 and 4.

[ 2007, c. 703, §10 (NEW .]

6. Duplicate plates. The Secretary of State shall issue an agriculture education plate in a 3-number and
3-letter combination sequence or in another sequence at the discretion of the Secretary of State. Vanity plates
may not duplicate vanity platesissued in another class of plate.

[ 2011, c. 556, §3 (AVD) .]

7. Eligibility; trucks. An agriculture education registration plate may be issued for:

A. A vehicle that qualifies for a specialty license plate under section 468, subsection 8; and [ 2007,
c. 703, 810 (NEW.]

B. A truck registered under section 504, subsection 1. [ 2015, c. 473, 87 (AMD).]

[ 2015, c. 473, §7 (AWD) .]

8. Date of first issue. The Secretary of State shall issue the first agriculture plate no later than October
1, 2007.

[ 2007, c. 703, §10 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2007, c. 703, §10 (NEW. 2009, c. 435, §3 (AVMD). 2011, c. 556, §3
(AVD). 2015, c. 473, §7 (AVD).

| 28 ) . . . Generated
8456-F. Agriculture education registration plate 10.13.2016



MRS Title 29-A, Chapter 5: VEHICLE REGISTRATION

8456-G. SUPPORT ANIMAL WELFARE REGISTRATION PLATE

1. Support Animal Welfare plates. The Secretary of State, upon receiving an application and evidence
of payment of the excise tax required by Title 36, section 1482, the annual motor vehicle registration fee
required by section 501 and the contribution provided for in subsection 2, shall issue aregistration certificate
and a set of Support Animal Welfare specia registration plates to be used in lieu of regular registration plates.

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

2. Contribution; credit to funds. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by
law for the particular class of vehicle registered, the initial contribution for Support Animal Welfare special
registration plates is $20, which must be deposited with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Five dollarsto the animal welfare auxiliary fund pursuant to Title 7, section 3906-B, subsection 16;
[2009, c. 73, 81 (NEW.]

B. Five dollars to the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund established in Title 7, section 3910-B;
[2009, c. 73, 81 (NEW.]

C. Nine dollars to the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; [ 2009, c. 73, 81
(NEW . ]

D. One dollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2009, c. 73,
81 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

3. Design; review; vanity plates. The Secretary of State, in consultation with private businesses and
nonprofit organizations concerned with animal welfare, shall determine a design for the Support Animal
Welfare special registration plates. The joint standing committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over
transportation matters shall review the final design prior to manufacture of the plates. The Secretary of State
shall issue upon request Support Animal Welfare special registration plates that are also vanity plates. Support
Animal Welfare special registration plates are issued in accordance with the provisions of this section and
section 453.

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

4. Renewal fee. In addition to the regular motor vehicle registration fee prescribed by law, the annual
renewal contribution for Support Animal Welfare special registration platesis $15, which must be deposited
with the Treasurer of State and credited as follows:

A. Five dollarsto the animal welfare auxiliary fund pursuant to Title 7, section 3906-B, subsection 16;
[2009, c. 73, 81 (NEW.]

B. Five dollars to the Companion Animal Sterilization Fund established in Title 7, section 3910-B;
[2009, c. 73, 81 (NEW.]

C. Four dollarsto the Highway Fund for administrative and production costs; [ 2009, c¢. 73, §1
(NEW . ]

D. One dollar to the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. [ 2009, c. 73,
81 (NEW.]

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

5. Payment for costs associated with the production and issuance of thefirst 2,000 plates. The
sponsor of the Support Animal Welfare special registration plates shall provide $50,000 to the Secretary of
State for costs associated with the production and issuance of plates. The Secretary of State shall deposit
these funds in the Specialty License Plate Fund established under section 469. In accordance with section
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468, subsection 3-A, the Secretary of State shall provide 2,000 credit receipts to the sponsor to provide to
each supporter who contributed $25. A credit receipt may be used only to obtain one set of Support Animal
Welfare special registration plates.

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

6. Transfer of fees. On aquarterly basis, the Secretary of State shall transfer the revenue from the
issuance and renewal of the Support Animal Welfare special registration plates to the Treasurer of State for
deposit and crediting pursuant to subsections 2 and 4.

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

7. Duplicate plates. The Secretary of State shall issue a Support Anima Welfare special registration
plate in a unique 3-number and 3-letter combination sequence. Vanity plates may not duplicate vanity plates
issued in another class of plate.

[ 2009, c. 73, 81 (NEW .]

8. Weight limit. Support Animal Welfare special registration plates may be issued for amotor vehicle
that does not exceed 10,000 pounds. A motor vehicle that exceeds 6,000 pounds is subject to the feesin
section 504,

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

9. Date of first issue. The Secretary of State shall issue the first Support Animal Welfare special
registration plate no later than October 1, 2009.

[ 2009, c. 73, §1 (NEW .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
2009, c. 73, 81 (NEW.

8457. HOBBYIST REGISTRATION PLATES

1. Hobbyist registration plates authorized. The Secretary of State may issue hobbyist registration
plates for antique autos, custom vehicles, horseless carriages, street rods or antique motorcycles. These
plates must bear the inscription "Maine" and the inscription "Antique Auto," "Custom Vehicle," "Horseless
Carriage" or "Street Rod" or, for antique motorcycles, the inscription "Antique.”

[ 2013, c. 381, Pt. A 82 (AVD) .]
2. Existing number plates.

[ 1995, c. 645, Pt. A §3 (RP) .]

3. Contemporary plates. Anowner of an antique auto, horseless carriage, street rod or antique
motorcycle may use registration plates that were issued in the same year the antique vehicle was
manufactured, as long as the motor vehicle:

A.lsover 25yearsold; [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A §2 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B,
§5 (AFF).]

B. Isregistered as an antique vehicle; and [ 1993, c¢. 683, Pt. A, 82 (NEW,; 1993, c.
683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]
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C. Carriesavalid antique motor vehicle registration certificate and plates. [ 1993, c. 683, Pt.
A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF).]

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 8§82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

4. Display of contemporary plates. Contemporary registration plates must have matching plate
numbers, be affixed to both the front and rear and conspicuously bear the year of manufacture.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]
5. Street rod standards. The Chief of the State Police shall establish standards to qualify vehicles as

street rods. These standards include:

A. The age of thevehicle; [ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt.
B, 85 (AFF).]

B. The equipment and its condition; and [ 2005, c. 34, 81 (AMD).]
C. Permissible modifications. [ 2005, c. 34, 81 (AMD).]
D. [2005, c. 34, 82 (RP).]

[ 2005, c. 34, §§1, 2 (AWD) .]

6. Application. An application for registration of avehicle under this section must be accompanied by
an affidavit that includes a statement indicating the year and make of the motor vehicle and that the vehicle is
garaged or maintained in the State.

[ 2005, c. 321, §3 (AMD); 2005, c. 321, §6 (AFF) .]

7. Registration fee. The feefor registration of a horseless carriage or antique motorcycle is $15. The fee
for registration of astreet rod or antique auto is $30.

[ 2015, c. 206, §3 (AMVD) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, §B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 645 §§A3, C4
(AVD). 1995, c. 645, §C16 (AFF). 1999, c. 790, 8§CL (AMD). 1999, c.
790, §C19 (AFF). 2005, c. 34, §§1,2 (AVMD). 2005, c. 321, §§2,3 (AMD).
2005, c. 321, 86 (AFF). 2013, c. 381, Pt. A §2 (AMD). 2015, c. 206, §3
(AVD) .

§458. STOCK RACE CARS

1. Stock race car plates authorized. The Secretary of State may issue aregistration plate for stock race
cars.

[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]
2. Fee.

[ 1999, c. 790, Pt. C, §19 (AFF); 1999, c. 790, Pt. C, §2 (RP) .]
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3. Operation restricted. A stock race car may not be operated under its own power on a public way.
[ 1993, c. 683, Pt. A 82 (NEW; 1993, c. 683, Pt. B, 85 (AFF) .]

SECTI ON HI STORY
1993, c. 683, §A2 (NEW. 1993, c. 683, 8§B5 (AFF). 1995, c. 645, §C5
(AVD). 1995, c. 645, §C16 (AFF). 1999, c. 790, §C2 (AVD). 1999, c.
790, §Cl9 ( AFF).

8458-A. MODIFIED SHOW VEHICLE

(REPEALED)

SECTI ON HI STORY

2001, c. 225, §2 (NEW. 2005, c. 314, 84 (RP).

8458-B. CUSTOM VEHICLES

A custom vehicle may be registered in accordance with the provisions of this section. [ 2005, c.
321, 84 (NEW; 2005, c. 321, 86 (AFF).]

1. Regist